West Leigh Residents Association

The Bell Hotel and Land Adj 20 Leigh Hill, Leigh-on-Sea
Appeal Reference: E/07/2042993
Southend Council Ref: SOS/06/01028/CAC

The Association was submitted a comment on process on the Planning Inspectorate’s website. We will repeat
this comment here.

We are dismayed that it is proposed that this appeal be decided by exchange of correspondence. The reasons
why we maintain that this appeal should be dealt with by public inquiry are:-

* The strength of local feeling against both of the proposals is considerable.

* The proposals are for major flats developments in an area where such schemes are highly contentious.

* The site is one of great local prominence and any building in this location will have considerable impact on the
local area.

* The development will impact on a Conservation Area which is highly valued by residents and visitors to Leigh.
* The impact on the townscape will be immense.

* A very large majority on the Development Control Committee were against the plans.

In the interests of openness and democracy we ask you to arrange for this appeal to be heard in public so that
residents can hear what is being said and make their own verbal contributions to the deliberations.

We object to this planning application because:

1) The blocks of flats will be detrimental to the visual aspect within the Leigh Conservation Area.

The site occupies a very prominent position in Leigh Old Town. The vista from Leigh Beach up to Leigh Church is
one of the most important in the area and highlights the traditional and historic nature of the Conservation Area;
this view is much valued by residents and visitors alike. The tall and massive blocks of flats that are proposed
across the width of the site will be seriously detrimental to this aspect. This is particularly the case as there will be
little remission from the very high and solid facade presented towards the beach (the small gaps between the
blocks will only mitigate when glimpsed from a position directly in front of them).

When viewed from Leigh Hill and Leigh Park Road, the western block of flats will project very considerably to the
west of the Bell Hotel resulting in a significant loss of view across the estuary; this projection will also detract from
the appearance of the Hotel itself and from the architectural harmony of the road junction. This western block will
also dominate and obscure the view from New Road looking east towards the estuary.

The view to the Grade Il listed building (28 Leigh Hill) will also be seriously damaged as it will be enclosed and
dominated by the blocks of flats.

Rather than reinforcing the historic context, this scheme will subvert it. Indeed, the view of historic Leigh seen from
the beach area across the Conservation Area and up to Leigh Church will be completely obliterated.

2) The blocks of flats will be out of keeping within the Leigh Conservation Area.

New buildings within a conservation area must conserve the nature and quality of the area and must be
sympathetic in their design and form. The proposed blocks of flats fulfil none of these requirements. The design
comments made about “overall morphology”, “contemporary twist” and “contextually appropriate” may be clever
jargon but should not obscure the fact that the blocks, instead of enhancing the Conservation Area, will, by their
inappropriate design, height and bulk, detract from it. They will be far too big and dominating and they will be
detrimental to the street scene, townscape and the historical nature of the surrounding area.

This proposal runs against the very constraints that the Council applied to developments in the Leigh
Conservation Area.

We ask you in the strongest terms to reject this inappropriate and damaging scheme.

For West Leigh Residents’ Association,

Eddie Cornish, Chairman
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