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Dear Member,


 Next Meeting – Wednesday 3rd October 2007


Presentation by Mr John Duprey,
Head Teacher of Belfairs High School,
 on the Government's "Building Schools for the Future" programme and the
 rebuilding of Belfairs School which is due to start next summer.
~  break for refreshments  ~


Leigh Town Councillor Bill Abbott                

will provide the latest news on the Youth Facility/Skate Park to be built on Leigh Marshes.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
June Open Meeting

Steve Kearney, the new Head of Planning and Transportation at Southend Borough Council, described the various Council services for which he will now be responsible. He expressed his awareness of residents’ concerns about the loss of bungalows, backland development and the number of flats being built; he assured members that one of his priorities was to look into ways of addressing these problems. He also noted members’ complaints about the poor state of many roads in the area.
PC Paul Tucker, the Neighbourhood Specialist Officer (NSO) heading our local Neighbourhood Policing Team, outlined his role and the work of the Team. Paul and his Police Community Support Officers will be regular attendees at our open meetings.
Planning

Since our last meeting the Association has notified the Council of its opposition to building proposals at 151 Vardon Drive and 5 Ray Walk. We are pleased to report that Southend Council Planning Committee agreed with our concerns and rejected these two applications. WLRA has also objected to the scheme to build 6 flats at 1825 London Road; a decision on this application is still awaited.

The developer has recently won the appeal to build a five-storey block of flats on the Midel site, 136 Broadway; WLRA had objected to this proposal and is disappointed about this decision.

The Appeal for the scheme to build 22 flats on the Bell Hotel site is due to be heard on October 24th/25th. As it is important that the high level of local concern about these blocks of flats is apparent to the Planning Inspector, all residents who have strong objections should attend the inquiry at the Civic Centre at some point over the two days [for details contact Southend Borough Council or visit WLRA’s website]. 

Licensing Policy

Southend Council has recently carried out a review of its Licensing Policy. The main subject of the review was its Cumulative Impact element dealing with those parts of Southend where there is a very high concentration of licensed premises. WLRA responded with the view that not only should the Cumulative Impact element be retained but that it should be extended to include Leigh Broadway, Broadway West and Rectory Grove. We raised concerns about supermarkets and convenience stores which sell alcohol late into the night but which are not subject to the same controls as licensed premises. We also recommended that Leigh Broadway be declared an alcohol-free zone to combat drinking in the street which is intimidating to people walking in the evenings.

Bus stops on Hadleigh Road

The congestion and dangers resulting from cars being parked alongside the bus stops on Hadleigh Road has been a cause of concern for some time. Responding to a request raised at a previous open meeting, Councillor Holdcroft said he would look into the matter and we are pleased to report that double yellow lines have now been painted by the bus stops. This will make the road much safer for all of us.

Leigh Crime Prevention Panel
At the July Leigh Crime Prevention Panel meeting (at which WLRA has representation) Inspector Colwell confirmed that there has been a continuing decline in reported crime in the area and that the figures show a reduction of 7.6% on the previous year. He also commented that 25 crimes were reported in West Leigh in June. Inspector Colwell  said that theft from cars was still a major problem - items stolen include Sat Navs and handbags and areas targeted include the car parks on Leigh Marshes, Two Tree Island and Belfairs Park.
.

Leigh Allotments

At the annual Allotments Open Day (9th September) local residents were invited to take up some of the available allotments. We all know that allotments provide healthy food, good exercise, fresh air, social life as well as sanctuary from the family. So if any member wants to start an allotment of their own (smaller starter plots are available), get in touch with Leigh Town Council on 716288.

Recycling

WLRA wrote to Southend Council expressing concern about the plan to include glass within the pink sack collection; we considered that adding glass items would be a danger to the handlers and to people walking in the places where glass has spilled from damaged sacks. The Council has however now implemented the scheme in a bid to avoid future financial penalties associated with landfill.
Dates for your diary

September 22nd 
Farmers Market (Leigh Adult Education Centre, Elm Road)

September 22nd
Free blood pressure checks by a Registered Nurse (Leigh Council Offices
                                           Elm Road, 10:00 – 12:00)

September 25th 
Leigh Police surgery (Leigh Library 13:00-15:00)

October 3rd 
West Leigh Residents Open Meeting

October 6th
Leigh Police surgery (Leigh Library 13:00-15:00)

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting on October 3rd.

Eddie Cornish, Chairman.
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