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Dear Member,


 Next Meeting – Wednesday 5th December 2007


Dick Davies
The  Sports and Leisure Correspondent for BBC Essex 
will give a topical talk on life in Southend.

Audience participation welcomed!

Bring a friend along if you can.
~ refreshment  break for mince pies  ~


The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
October Open Meeting

John Duprey, the Head Teacher of Belfairs High School, gave an informative talk on the planned new school and the Government's "Building Schools for the Future" programme. Members were very interested to hear about the innovative approach to teaching which will influence the structure of the school. That the school facilities may be available to community groups outside of school hours was particularly welcomed. We were also pleased to hear that the school grounds would remain as large as they are at present.

Planning

The Association’s objections to the blocks of flats proposed for the Bell Hotel site were submitted to the Planning Inspector at the recent Public Inquiry into scheme. This Inquiry was the result of the appeal that had been made against Southend’s refusal to grant planning permission. A number of concerned residents together with members of WLRA Committee attended the two-day inquiry. We now must wait for the Inspector’s decision which is promised before Christmas. The Association has also raised objections, on the grounds of over-development, harm to the street scene and insufficient parking, to the scheme for 16 flats and 2 commercial premises on the car showroom site opposite West Leigh Schools. We are also pleased to say that WLRA’s objections to the schemes for 1825 London Road and 1354 London Road were endorsed by Southend Council when they refused these two applications.

Licensing Policy

Whilst we are pleased that Southend Council has decided to retain its Cumulative Impact policy for at least the next 12 months, we were disappointed that they did not see their way to agreeing to extended these licensing restrictions to Leigh as WLRA had asked. Needless to say the Association will continue to press for limitations on both the number of licensed premises and the hours during which they may sell liquor.

Police Community Support Officers

West Leigh is very fortunate to have Carol Fox, Sylvia Papagelakis and the other members of their team as our local PCSOs. Their presence on our streets is always reassuring, their friendly attitude makes them very approachable and their commitment to the well-being of our community is plain to see. We have always found them very responsive to concerns that have been raised with them. WLRA has written to Leigh Times to express our support for our PCSOs in response to the disappointing and irresponsible comments made recently in that newspaper in the Gerry Harnden column.

London Road Improvement Scheme
WLRA has been campaigning for months (years even) to see the completion of Phase 3 of the London Road Improvement Scheme - i.e the section which runs from Iceland by the Elms to the Borough boundary with Hadleigh. We have taken part in consultation exercises, we have had Southend Council officers and representatives from the contractors, WS Atkins, to talk about their plans at our Open Meetings promising us great improvements to come, we have badgered our ward Councillors and Southend Cabinet members to get something done...... and we have been told repeatedly that work on our stretch of the London Road will be starting soon. And now we are told that the money is no longer available, that the funds originally allocated to the Leigh stretch have been used to cover overspends on the Southend and Westcliff sections! West Leigh residents, then, can forget the new bus shelters with their "real-time" electronic bus timetables; can forget the modern benches and new street furniture; can forget the long-awaited improved road safety features – such things are only for those closer to the town centre. Anna Waite, the councillor responsible for transport, blames it all on the war in Iraq! It has nothing to do with the Council's poor project management, of course.
Report It!

How often do we witness some kind of anti-social behaviour and do nothing about it? How often do we ignore disturbances outside pubs and clubs? Well we shouldn’t. These events, even though they may seem minor or are one-offs, should be reported to our local policing team. This will enable them to build up intelligence on trouble spots and consequently give these areas more attention in the future. Remember, it is the reports from residents which will provide the police with the necessary evidence to successfully oppose requests for extensions to drinking hours. The phone number for our local Neighbourhood Policing Team is 07866 545291
Dates for your diary

November 30th   Leigh Lights Switch-on and Procession (16:30-20:00)

December 5th 
West Leigh Residents Open Meeting

December 15th 
Carols on Strand Wharf (18:00-19:00)

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting on December 5th.

Eddie Cornish, Chairman.

Useful Nos.:  Rubbish Watch  215021         Neighbourhood Police 07866 545291         Leigh Council  716288
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