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Dear Member,
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 Next Open Meeting – Wednesday 6th December 2006

Glen Winterbourne, Project Manager within Southend’s Youth Offending Service, will address the meeting on the subject of “Restorative Justice” particularly with regards to young offenders. He will be very interested to hear the views of members.

After the tea break an open forum will take place to discuss issues of interest and concern.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.

If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above.

The September Open Meeting 

Southend Council’s Waste Management Officer and a representative from Cory Environmental explained the latest re-cycling initiatives and arrangements. Members raised many issues of concern particularly about waste collection, arrangements at Leigh Tip (sorry, the Leigh “Household Waste Recycling Centre”), the delays in emptying of bottle banks and the handling of garden waste. Members welcomed the greater flexibility covering the type of waste that can now be placed in the pink sacks. 

Unfortunately PC Paul Tucker was unable to attend the meeting as arranged but promised that he would do so in the near future. PCSO Carol Fox provided an update on local crime issues in his absence.

Subscriptions

Our Treasurer will be pleased to accept advanced subscriptions for 2007.


I/We enclose membership subscription to WEST LEIGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION for the year to December 2007 of £2.00 single or £3.00 household.

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required?   Yes/No
 (If 'yes', please enclose S.A.E.)                                                        P.T.O.

Planning

We are pleased to inform members that our objection to the four storey flat development opposite West Leigh Schools has been successful and the application has been rejected. We have recently also objected to the Bell Hotel site application. Whilst welcoming the restoration of the Hotel itself we felt that the three 4/5 storey blocks of flats were inappropriate for the Leigh Conservation Area, were an over-development of the site and would increase traffic congestion and risks to road users.

Belfairs Resource Centre

We have been informed by Southend Council that they are in the early stages of developing the new ecological learning centre in Belfairs Park and want to hear ideas from interested parties.  We had tried to get a speaker to address our December meeting but were unable to do so; they have promised to give an up-to-date bulletin for discussion at the meeting instead.

London Road Improvements in West Leigh

We were informed back in September that work would start in mid-October and be completed by the end of March 2007. However it is now mid-November and there is no sign of work starting. We hope to get an update from the Council in time for the December Open Meeting. Our Chairman informed the last meeting of the major roadworks that are planned (changes to bus lay-bys/shelters, changes to the Thames Drive and Eastwood junctions, and new and improved pedestrian islands). The plan of works will be available at the December meeting for members who may wish to remind themselves about what’s happening. Please note that should members experience problems when the works actually start, then let Eddie know so that he can progress them with the Council.

Neighbourhood Policing

The Association’s representative reports that at the latest Leigh Crime Prevention Panel meeting Inspector Colwell (head of Leigh Police) confirmed the following:

· The “Off Licence Watch” scheme has been launched in Leigh with the aim of reducing underage drinking and alcohol abuse;

· Burglaries are down 30% overall (despite some recent ones in Highlands Boulevard and Marine Parade);

· Theft from vehicles in Leigh Marshes is still a major problem (especially from cars not using the station car park); and

· The Leigh Police are seeking to extend to some areas of Leigh the alcohol exclusion zones which are proving so successful in other parts of the Borough.

Residents Parking

Following Southend Council’s proposal that residents parking in some streets in the Borough will now cost £40 per annum (instead of the £100 originally proposed), the issue of residents parking zones in the Leigh has again been raised. If members think that this is worthy of consideration, please raise the issue at the December meeting. 

Dates for your diary

Open meetings:  AGM:  7th March 2007

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on December 6th.

Eddie Cornish, Chairman.

