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Dear Member,


      Next Open Meeting - Wednesday 1st December 2004

Primary Care Trust

Consultation on the new PCT medical centre on the Dragon Motors site. Pat Murray from the PCT (the scheme project manager) will address the meeting and respond to questions raised - see attached leaflet.

Community Policing

Carol Fox, West Leigh’s Police Community Support Officer, will give an overview of the valuable work her team does for the local community.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above or email us at mail@westleighresidents.co.uk
Dates for Your Diary

AGM:  2nd March 2005 

Open Meeting held on 1st September

Councillor Clinkscales, a member of Southend’s Development Control Committee, led a lively discussion on planning procedures and some recent applications. Members were clearly very concerned about the detrimental impact that some new buildings were having on our neighbourhood and wanted action to stop more damage being done. The meeting consequently agreed that the Association should contact the Council with a view to securing the residents’ involvement in discussions about the replacement Borough Local Plan. To this end a letter was sent to Councillor Briggs, Leader of the Council, proposing that the Association contributes to the formulation of the town’s new planning policy and we have subsequently been assured that we will be consulted in the near future.

Sutherland Boulevard Toilets

We have been told that an impressive modern design, drawn up by the town’s architect, has now been agreed and that planning permission for it will be sought in due course (soon we hope!). 

Car Parking 

Following representations from the Association, there has been some improvement: more parking attendants have been observed and additional weekend enforcement seems to be taking place. Comments you may have on parking could be raised at our December open meeting.

Planning

In response to concerns raised by members, the Association has written letters of objection against the following planning applications:

19 Percy Road – replace existing building with three town houses. The Council has now refused planning permission for this development.

The Elms – replace garage with a block of 49 flats. This scheme has also been rejected.

59 Vardon Drive – extensions to existing building. This application is due to be heard at the Development Control meeting on 10th November.

24 Chalkwell Park Drive – demolish family home and replace with a block of 8 flats.

38 Canvey Road – build side and rear extensions (conservation area)

6 Ray Walk – build side extension (conservation area)

Licensing arrangements

The Association has written to the Council in response to the draft statement of licencing policy. In our reply we raised issues of concern to residents particularly with regards to the impact of 24 hour opening and the possible disturbance this may cause, the need for public notification of licence applications and the provision of suitable complaints procedures. We hope that our comments will be taken on board when the final policy is decided. 

Marine Parade Parking

Along with many local residents, the Association objected to the proposed removal of yellow lines at the east end of Marine Parade - our concerns were on safety issues. The Council’s decision is to be made on 11th November. We understand our ward councillors are supporting our opposition to this part of the overall proposal to relax parking restrictions in the Leigh area.

Local Biodiversity Action Plan

As part of its campaign to improve the local environment, Southend Council is currently promoting two initiatives -  “Whips for Wildlife” and “Most Bird-friendly Garden Competition”.  West Leigh residents who are interested in either of these projects may wish to read the attached leaflets and contact the Council’s Environmental Officer.

Visit the Association's website at www.westleighresidents.co.uk
