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Dear Member,
 Next Meeting – Wednesday 6th June 2007


Steve Kearney, the new Head of Planning and Transportation at Southend Borough Council, will outline to the meeting the Council’s latest planning policies, the current position with regards to the Local Development Framework and respond to questions members may raise.

~  break for refreshments  ~

PC Paul Tucker, the Neighbourhood Specialist Officer heading our local Neighbourhood Policing team will talk about the work his unit, latest crime trends and concerns that members may have.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
MARCH AGM Meeting

What a good turnout! The meeting room was full. The Committee were re-elected and Les Sawyer was also appointed as Vice-Chairman. There are still two unfilled posts on the Committee - any volunteers? Eddie Cornish summarised the worked done by the Association over the last year.

PC Paul Tucker, our local Neighbourhood Specialist Officer introduced himself to members and was invited to speak at our June meeting.

Councillor Nigel Holdcroft, Southend Councillor for West Leigh and Deputy Leader of the Council (NB now Leader of the Council), gave a very bullish and informative talk, provided welcomed responses to concerns raised by members and outlined some of the key future plans of the Council. Of particular significance is his commitment to introduce a policy for protecting bungalows from developers and his clear opposition to over-development in general. He also reassured members that the Council is pushing to get changes to the law so that they can start giving fixed penalty notices to drivers who park on grass verges and pavements and are also pushing Highways to get something done urgently about potholes in our roads (…more below).
Planning

The Association has recently responded to the proposed Southend Seafront and Town Centre Action Plans. These documents form the latest element in the ongoing Local Development Framework saga; the total amount of paper so far accumulated now reaches to the ceiling in Eddie’s spare room!

Since our last meeting the Association has notified the Council of its opposition to a re-development scheme at 151 Vardon Drive and to the latest proposal for the site at 109-117 Olive Avenue; both schemes were rejected by the Council’s Planning Committee. We have recently heard that the developers have put in appeals on the schemes for the Bell Hotel site. At the moment these appeals are scheduled to be dealt with by exchange of letters; the Association, along with other local parties, has strongly requested that the appeals be considered following a public hearing.

[NB remember, you can see the plans for buildings in our area at Leigh Town Council offices; you don’t need to travel into Southend]

Southend Airport

The Association is represented on the Southend Airport Consultative Committee. At a recent meeting it was stated that Renaissance Southend has come up with plans that would mean extending the Airport’s runway. We have been given categorical assurance that the local church would not be affected in any way. An extended runway, however, implies bigger planes and more noise; residents of West Leigh should report increases in disturbance to the airport (and also please let Eddie know so that he can monitor the situation).

Potholes!

Several members have been complaining about the escalating number of holes in our roads; these are both hazards for road users and can cause damage to vehicles. Some of you may have noticed that orange circles have recently started to appear around these holes – can this mean that something is about to be done? Please let Eddie know if you notice that the Council has done some patching.

London Road Improvement Scheme

Despite assurances from councillors and council officers that work is about to start on our stretch, you can see that nothing has started yet - unless the orange circles mean that all we can expect is a tarmac patch here and there! This may not be too far from the truth; officers have confirmed that a significant amount of the funds earmarked for our stretch have in some way been redirected to meet the overspends incurred on the earlier phases.

Congratulations to our local councillors!

West Leigh can be proud of the fact that we now have the Leader of the Council, the Deputy Leader of the Council and the Deputy Mayor representing our ward. We wish them all the best for their terms of office; we also look forward to working with them to achieve the results we’ve been seeking for some time.

Community Transport

Leigh Town Council runs a very successful minibus scheme (it won a national award for it) that ferries elderly residents safely and comfortably to and from local theatre shows and events. Members who might be interested in joining should get in touch with Karen on 716288.

Dates for your diary

June 2nd to June 9th – Leigh Art Trail

June 21st to June 24th – Leigh Folk Festival

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting on June 6th.

Eddie Cornish, Chairman.
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