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Dear Member,
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 Next Open Meeting – Wednesday 7th June 2006

Councillor Nigel Holdcroft, the newly elected Southend councillor for the West Leigh ward, will address the meeting and outline his views on local issues.

Leigh Town Councillor Reta Cocks will give a talk on the history of the “MV Endeavour” restoration project. 

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above.

Annual General Meeting – March 8th 2006

The existing officers and committee were re-elected and the audited accounts were approved. The two vacancies on the committee were not filled at the AGM and members are therefore invited to put themselves forward for co-option. The AGM was followed by a lively and informative talk given by Mick Holland, the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Southend.

Subscriptions

Membership subscriptions for 2006 remain unchanged at £2.00 for a single or £3.00 for joint membership. Subscriptions are now due and may be forwarded to any of the addresses shown above.


I/We enclose membership subscription to WEST LEIGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION for the year to December 2006 of £2.00/£3.00 

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required?   Yes/No
 (If 'yes', please enclose S.A.E.)                                                        P.T.O.

Anti-social behaviour in the Old Town

The Association has joined with others in condemning the recent incidents of anti-social behaviour that have occurred in the Old Town. The unprovoked assault by a gang of youths on members of the Estuary Sailing Club is something which cannot be tolerated. Over recent weekends fires have been lit on Leigh Beach causing concern to local residents. We will continue to fully support any action which prevents recurrence of such incidents and the Association’s representative on the Leigh Crime Prevention Panel will push for appropriate policing in the area.

Airport

The Association is represented on the London-Southend Airport Consultative Committee. At its recent meeting, the airport directors gave an overview of developments outlining the growth in usage and the decision by Ford’s to re-locate their FordAir business to Southend. The Association will continue to monitor that the overall number of flights is compatible with that proposed by the directors in their “Master Plan” published in 2005.  
London Road Improvements

Engineers have been spotted surveying the London Road again! When questioned they said that, as the Council has now secured some funding for Phase 3 of the London Road scheme, the earlier plans have been dusted off and are now being reviewed with the intention of actually starting work. How much of the original proposal will be carried out is a matter of debate. Needless to say, as prices have gone up and resources have gone down, the west end of the Borough will probably lose out. We will, however, continue to lobby our ward Councillors to extract the maximum improvement we can.

Consultations

There has been a lot of talk recently on consultations and the amount of taxpayers’ money that is spent on employing outside agencies to find out the obvious.  During the last year West Leigh Residents’ Association has participated in a number of consultations on such matters as the new Licensing Policy, the replacement Borough Local Plan (new planning guidelines), the Prittlebrook Greenway and the Local Transport Plan. Much effort has been put in by the Association but there has been little (or no) feedback in return. The Council officers (including executive officers) seem more interested in being able to report to central government that a consultation has taken place rather than listen to what the consultees actually said. Despite this we are determined to make sure that the views of local residents continue to be made known to the Council.

Your Views

To enable your committee to be as effective as possible, we would like to hear from you on issues that affect the local community and are of concern to you. This will ensure that we are focussing on the topics that are most important to you.

Dates for your diary

Open Meetings: 7th June, 6th September, 6th December

AGM:  7th March 2007

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on June 7th.

Chairman.

