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Dear Member,
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Next Open Meeting - Wednesday 2nd June 2004

The theme for the meeting will be "Towards an improved car parking strategy for Leigh". Particular attention will be focussed on West Leigh. Areas for discussion include the availability of sufficient short-term parking along the Highlands shopping parades, enforcement of regulations and patrolling, parking on pavements/grass verges, etc. A local councillor will address the meeting on this and other issues.

Come ALONG AND Make your views known!

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
This is an important issue for the neighbourhood. If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above or email us at mail@westleighresidents.co.uk
Dates for Your Diary

Open Meetings:   2nd June,   1st September,   1st December,   2nd March 2005 (AGM).

Local and European Elections: 10th June 2004
Subscriptions

Membership subscriptions for 2004 remain unchanged at £2.00 for a single or £3.00 for joint membership. If you have not already this year, subscriptions may be paid at the next Open Meeting or forwarded to any of the addresses shown above.


I/We enclose membership subscription to WEST LEIGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION for the year to December 2004 of £2.00/£3.00 

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required?   Yes/No
 (If 'yes', please enclose S.A.E.)
Please send to: The Treasurer, West Leigh Residents Association, 55 Woodlands Park, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, SS9 3TP.

P.T.O.

Annual General Meeting, 3rd March 2004

A large number of members attended the AGM, heard the Chairman's and Treasurer's reports and adopted the audited annual accounts. Officers and committee members were elected as below:

President
Donald Fraser

Chairman
Eddie Cornish

Treasurer
Arthur Perkins

Secretary
John Wren

Committee members
Robert Brown, Jerry Holden, Graham White. 

Gillian White was subsequently co-opted.

Councillor John Lamb gave an interesting, informative talk on local and town issues. This was followed by a lively discussion on issues including the loss of trees, the toilets on Sutherland Boulevard and progress on the A13 London Road (Phase 3) Improvement Scheme.

Car Parking
The Association has selected car parking as an issue to be pursued over the coming months as it felt that the situation in Leigh has been getting progressively worse. It believes that a sustained effort should be made to influence the Council's approach to local car parking, particularly with the imminent changes to the London Road. The Association has therefore written to Mr David Watts, Southend Council's Director of Technical and Environmental Services, outlining local concerns and seeking assurances from him that improvements will be made to both parking provision and enforcement of current regulations. 

Planning Issues
Along with many local residents, the Association has become increasingly concerned by the number of planning applications for blocks of flats in the Leigh area. It is felt that these flats represent significant over-development, cause serious congestion and parking problems and are detrimental to the quality of life of the community by, amongst other things, adding stress to the health and education services. The Association will be seeking to work with Leigh Town Council, itself concerned about the proliferation of flats in the area, Southend Councillors and other residents' groups in order to substantially reduce this type of development.

It is felt that developers are exploiting Leigh for their own commercial ends at the expense of the local community. Bungalows and single houses are being demolished at an alarming rate only to be replaced by larger, oversized properties out of character with the area. Although Leigh Town Council has a policy aimed at retaining bungalows as part of their planning strategy, this is not supported by Southend Borough Council's Planning Department. The Association will be strongly opposing such planning applications in the future.


Visit the Association's website at www.westleighresidents.co.uk
