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 Next Meeting – Wednesday 7th March 2007


Annual General Meeting

The meeting will follow the usual agenda for the AGM, i.e. President’s, Chairman’s and Treasurer’s reports, election of Chairman and officers, etc. This will be followed by ….

Southend Council’s programme for 2007/08
A Cabinet Councillor from Southend Borough Council will address the meeting about the Council’s plans for 2007/08 and will be available to answer questions from the floor.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.

If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above.

The December Open Meeting 

Glen Winterbourne gave an informative talk on the work of the Youth Offending Team, in particular about the new Restorative Justice project. Members were very interested to hear of the work being done across the Borough to re-engage young people with their communities. It is anticipated that the project will soon be extended to include the Leigh area. 

Planning

WLRA joined with others to successfully oppose the planning application for 33 flats in Olive Avenue. We also objected to the plan to fence off the area to the west of Osbourne’s café, one of the few areas of public open space in the Old Town; this plan was also rejected by Southend’s Planning Committee.   New plans have recently been submitted to build 22 flats to the rear of the Bell Hotel and WLRA has again objected to them as they would have a very damaging affect on the Leigh Conservation area.

Damage to footpaths

At the last meeting members raised concerns about the increase in the number of broken pavements in the area and in the poor condition of highways in general. The Chairman wrote to the Head of Planning and Transportation at Southend Council in December about these concerns; to date only an acknowledgement of our letter has been received. We hope to have some information at our next meeting.                                                

Belfairs Resource Centre

WLRA members met with the Council's consultant in January to discuss the proposal for a new Woodlands Resource Centre in Belfairs Park. The consultant explained that he had been employed to help draft Southend Council's bid for Lottery Funding to meet approximately 70% of the set up costs (about £3million). The scheme met with a mixed reception though all present recognised the benefits that could arise from the Centre. The consultant noted our views and hopefully will include them in his report to the Council.

Parking for Leigh Station

The Council is considering replacing the free parking on Two Tree Island (opposite the Tip) with pay-and-display with a view to deterring commuters from using parking spaces designed for visitors to Two Tree Island. As this is likely to displace commuter parking into the roads around Western Road the Council is also considering one hour waiting restriction in roads as far north as the London Road. If you have any views on this, please pass them on to the Chairman.

Business and Ratepayers Consultative Forum

WLRA attended this meeting at the beginning of February. We asked (paraphrased)

1) When will work commence on the West Leigh stage of the A13/London Road Improvement Scheme? Answer: when government funding is available.
2) When is the Council going to do something about parking on grass verges and pavements? Answer: when the Government has transferred the powers of Essex Act to the local authority.
3) Can the Council provide more Borough-wide recreational facilities for young people (use of schools out of hours, etc)? Answer: The Council is mindful of the need to improve facilities for youth. The real challenges are: access to finance, working out what children actually want and finding adults to help run them.
Dates for your diary

Sat. 24th Feb.– Neighbourhood Police surgery in Leigh Library (10:00am to 12:00)

Fri. 16th Mar. – Annual Town Meeting in Leigh Community Centre, Elm Rd (7pm)
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on March 7th.

Eddie Cornish, Chairman.

Subscriptions.

Our Treasurer will be pleased to accept subscriptions for 2007 at the AGM.


I/We enclose membership subscription to WEST LEIGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION for the year to December 2007 of £2.00 single or £3.00 household.

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required?   Yes/No
 (If 'yes', please enclose S.A.E.)   

Useful Nos.:  Rubbish Watch  215021         Neighbourhood Police 07866 545291         Leigh Council  716288

www.westleighresidents.co.uk

