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Dear Member,
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      Next Open Meeting – Wednesday 8th March 2006

Annual General Meeting

The meeting will follow the usual agenda for the AGM, i.e. President’s, Chairman’s and Treasurer’s reports, election of Chairman and officers, etc. This will be followed by …..

Neighbourhood Watch

Mick Holland, the local NHW Co-ordinator, will talk about local schemes and the benefits they bring and will answer questions from members.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above or email us at mail@westleighresidents.co.uk
Previous Open Meeting – December 2005

The meeting was well attended and members enjoyed talks from Police Sgt. Matt Bell and Leigh Councillor Peter Dolby. Sgt Bell, who heads Southend’s Licensing Team, talked about the new arrangements that have been brought in following the changes to the Licensing laws and explained the improved Police control and monitoring procedures. Cllr Dolby spoke on the range of activities carried out by Leigh Town Council and the benefits this brings to the local people.

Subscriptions

Membership subscriptions for 2006 remain unchanged at £2.00 for a single or £3.00 for joint membership. Subscriptions are now due and may be paid at the AGM or forwarded to any of the addresses shown above.


I/We enclose membership subscription to WEST LEIGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION for the year to December 2006 of £2.00/£3.00 

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required?   Yes/No
 (If 'yes', please enclose S.A.E.)                                                        P.T.O.

Licensing 

Several premises in our area have applied for and been granted extensions to their opening hours. Many residents have expressed their concerns about this, particularly their fears about noise and disturbance occurring late into the night. At the Open Meeting, Sgt Bell stressed the importance of residents monitoring the situation and informing the Police about any unreasonable behaviour. The Police now have greater powers to recommend that licences be withdrawn from premises where there has been a record of infringement of licence conditions. So, if you want to report an incident, phone Matt Bell’s team at Southend Police (tel. 431212).

Planning

The Association has had some success in its objections to the proposed flat developments on the Midel’s site on Broadway and the garage site at the Elms. The proposal for 17 flats at Midel’s was rejected at appeal by the Planning Inspector. Of the two applications for flats at the Elms, the one for 49 flats was rejected but that for 22 flats was approved on appeal. In line with the views expressed by members at the last Open Meeting, the Association will continue to object to planning applications on behalf of residents where proposals would be detrimental to the area or would be harmful to neighbours.

Crime Prevention

Members are reminded that the Handy Van Scheme continues to operate in Southend. This scheme provides for the free installation of door and window locks in the private homes of people of 60 with less than £25,000 savings. For information or a leaflet about the Handy Van scheme contact Help the Aged Senior Safety Administration Team on 01255 473999. 

London Road Improvements

The Council is still seeking funding for the Leigh stage (Phase 3) of the A13 improvement scheme (LPT1). It would seem that the money ran out when they reached the Elms, probably due to an overspend on the Southend-Westcliff-Chalkwell sections. We have, however, been assured that the money (in excess of £75,000) already spent on designing our stretch will not be wasted and that Phase 3 will happen…..sometime. Meanwhile the Council has moved on to the Second Local Transport Plan (LPT2) which will be looking at other transport strategies and initiatives for the future (2006-2011). It will be interesting to see where bus services will fit into the new integrated transport strategy! We await public consultation on this and let members know about any developments.

Las Vegas on Sea

Members will have read that the Council intends to contribute £30,000 to buy the services of a public relations agency to push for Southend becoming a regional supercasino centre. At our September meeting both Councillor Lamb and Councillor Garston assured members that the Council never had any intention to allow a supercasino to be built on the seashore and that there would be no development on there under the current Administration. We will however continue to monitor the situation and keep members informed.

