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Dear Member,
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      Next Open Meeting - Wednesday 2nd March 2005

Annual General Meeting

The meeting will follow the usual agenda for the AGM, i.e. President’s, Chairman’s and Treasure’s reports, election of Chairman and officers, etc. This will be followed by …..

Leigh Society

Margaret Buckey will give a talk with slides on the work of the Leigh Society and the Leigh Heritage Centre.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above or email us at mail@westleighresidents.co.uk
Dates for Your Diary

Open Meetings: 1st June, 7th September, 7th December and 1st March 2006 (AGM)

Sutherland Boulevard Toilets

We are pleased to announce that the plans for the new toilets were at last approved by Southend’s Development Control Committee at their meeting on the 2nd February. Now watch out for the demolition gang!

Subscriptions

Membership subscriptions for 2005 remain unchanged at £2.00 for a single or £3.00 for joint membership. Subscriptions are now due and may be paid at the AGM or forwarded to any of the addresses shown above.


I/We enclose membership subscription to WEST LEIGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION for the year to December 2005 of £2.00/£3.00 

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required?   Yes/No
 (If 'yes', please enclose S.A.E.)
P.T.O.

Open Meeting held on 1st December

Pat Murray and team from Southend’s Primary Care Trust outlined the proposals for the new Leigh medical centre on the London Road. A lively discussion ensued and the panel responded to many questions and concerns raised by members. At the end of the session, questionnaires where distributed and members were invited to forward their views to the PCT.

During the second half of the meeting, PC Steve Dewberry and PCSO Carol Fox described the work that the Police are doing in the area of “Community Policing”. This was well received by members but concerns were expressed about the police’s response to specific incidents.  The meeting was reminded that the police operate a “Handyvan Scheme” which is open to all pensioners in the town with cash savings of less than £25,000. This scheme provides a free home security check and free installation of appropriate locks, smoke detectors, etc. - if you are interested call 01255 473999.

Planning

In response to concerns raised by members, the Association has written letters of objection against the following planning applications:

29 Vernon Road – replace existing chalet bungalow with large two-storey house. Council has refused planning permission for this development.

35 Braemar Crescent – replace existing bungalow with a two-storey house. This scheme has also been rejected.

The Elms garage site – erect block of 49 flats. Following the rejection of the planning application by Southend Borough Council, the developers have appealed to the Planning Inspectorate. We have sent the Inspector a copy of our original letter of objection. The Public Inquiry will be held on 18th October in the Civic Centre.

Midel’s site – erect a block of 17 flats. This application has also gone to appeal and the Association has likewise sent the Inspector a copy of our objections. The Public Inquiry for this application will be held on 11th October.

Licensing arrangements

Following the public consultation on Southend’s new licensing arrangements - in which West Leigh Residents Association played an active part – the Council has now published the official policy and guidelines. A copy of the policy is available at the Civic Centre.  Unfortunately the officials do not seem to have addressed our concerns and comments; all we received was a brief acknowledgement of our report. We have expressed our disappointment in this poor response in a letter to Howard Briggs and are now awaiting his reply.

Marine Parade Parking

Members will probably be aware that the proposed changes to parking restrictions in our area have now been dropped by the Council; parking restrictions will therefore continue as at present.

West Leigh Ward Allowance

Along with all wards in the Borough, West Leigh’s councillors have been given a budget of £10,000 to spend on projects in the ward. Having sought the views of the Association, we proposed that the money should be put towards road safety measures and also towards new facilities for the young people in the area. The ward Councillors have now agreed that this year’s allowance would be spent on new speed warning signs along Marine Parade (similar to those recently installed on Western Road).

