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Dear Member,
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 Next Open Meeting – Wednesday 6th September 2006

Imran Kazalbash, Southend Council’s Waste Management Officer, will give a short presentation and be on hand to answer questions primarily concerning the recent changes to the town’s re-cycling arrangements.

PC Paul Tucker from our new local Neighbourhood Policing Team will attend the meeting and explain the work of the unit and answer questions from the floor.

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above.

The June Open Meeting 

Nigel Holdcroft, our new ward Councillor, addressed the meeting. He outlined his background in local politics and his priorities for the future.  As a resident of West Leigh himself, he emphasised his commitment to the neighbourhood and his readiness to listen to residents’ concerns. Members will be interested to hear that Nigel has recently been appointed Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet portfolio holder for Community Services and Health.

The meeting was also entertained by an interesting and amusing talk by Leigh Councillor Reta Cocks on the history and restoration of the “Endeavour”, Leigh’s famous fishing boat. 

All those members present had a thoroughly enjoyable evening!

Subscriptions

We would like to remind those few members who haven’t yet paid their 2006 subscription to please do so at the September meeting or to one of the addresses above.

I/We enclose membership subscription to WEST LEIGH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION for the year to December 2006 of £2.00 single or £3.00 household.

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required?   Yes/No
 (If 'yes', please enclose S.A.E.)                                                        P.T.O.

Planning

The Association has successfully objected to the following planning applications:

22 Tattersall Gardens – conversion of bungalow into a two-storey house

Pricketts, Broadway – application for a champagne bar and restaurant

1470 London Road – application for another restaurant

1577 London Road – application for a hot food take-away

1619 London Road – application for another hot food take-away

We will continue with our objections should appeals be made.

We have also recently written to object to a four storey flat development opposite West Leigh Schools. Our objections were to the height, bulk and design of the building, the lack of car parking and amenity space and the detrimental affect the 21 flats would have on local public services.

London Road Improvements

Following information supplied at the June meeting, it has been established that alterations to our section of the London Road have been agreed. It is hoped that firm details of the changes will be available for the open meeting in September.

Neighbourhood Policing

This is a new initiative by Essex Police to make policing more responsive to local concerns. A dedicated local team will listen to residents and businesses and identify local priorities. We look forward to hearing the details from PC Tucker at our September open meeting. To be successful it is important that residents join in the dialogue, so come along to the meeting and find out what’s going on and raise your concerns you may have.

In the meantime, if you need to contact our Neighbourhood Police Team, the number is 07866 545291.

Southend’s Gambling Policy

Southend Council is undertaking another consultation exercise, this time on its draft Gambling Policy. In September 2007, the Council will become responsible for licensing premises within the Borough where gambling activities take place. The issues covered by the new policy concern crime and disorder, protection of the vulnerable and the fairness and openness of the gambling undertaken. Full details of the policy are available from the Council and on its website (www.southend.gov.uk). 

Your Views

To enable your committee to be as effective as possible, we would like to hear from you on issues that affect the local community and are of concern to you. This will ensure that we are focussing on the topics that are most important to you.

Dates for your diary

Open meetings: 6th September, 6th December.  AGM:  7th March 2007

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on September 6th.

Chairman.

