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Dear Member,
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      Next Open Meeting - Wednesday 1st September 2004

New buildings and their impact on our community

Councillor James Clinkscales, who is a member of the Southend Borough Council Development Control Committee, will address the meeting on planning matters particularly with regards to the recent concerns about over-development in the Leigh area (please note that specific planning applications cannot be discussed).

This is a crucial issue for residents who love Leigh, so please…...
Come to the meeting and air your views!

The meeting will be held at Highlands Methodist Church Hall (Olive Avenue entrance) and will start at 7:30 p.m.
If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment, please write to Eddie Cornish at the address above or email us at mail@westleighresidents.co.uk
Dates for Your Diary

Open Meetings:  1st December 2004 and 2nd March 2005 (AGM).

Open Meeting held on 2nd June

The theme for the meeting was "Towards an improved car parking strategy for Leigh" and Jean Rowswell, Chairman of Leigh Town Council, led a lively discussion. There was clearly much concern at the deterioration in the parking habits of drivers, in the apparent low level of enforcement and in the damage being caused to the environment. The Association intends to keep up the pressure on the Council and to vigorously pursue the issues with local councillors.

Sutherland Boulevard Toilets

Despite assurances that the toilets would be available by July 1st and Councillor Brigg's assertion in Leigh Times that the funding is readily available, you will have noticed that nothing has been done yet! The Association has repeatedly sought clarification from the Council and we have at last heard that the new designs are being worked out. Watch this space!

Car Parking 

The Association wrote to the Council's Technical Services Department in April requesting, amongst other things, that additional patrols should be assigned to the Leigh area to enforce the existing regulations and to combat the increasing volume of parking infringements and the damage being done to grass verges. We eventually received a reply two months later but this gave us very little hope that things would improve. We are still pursuing these issues with our ward councillors and hope that they will be able to get some action on residents' concerns as voiced at the open meeting on 2nd June.

Planning

The recent spate of planning applications for new flats, the demolition of small dwellings (especially bungalows) and the overall disastrous effect that over-development is having on our town are clearly of major concern to residents. Being well aware of the anger now being felt in Leigh, the Association is pursuing planning issues on a regular basis with local councillors. In addition to raising formal objections to specific applications, the Association is particularly interested in seeking changes to the Borough Local Plan that will protect our environment. We would also like to see a supportive and consistent working relationship between planning officers and councillors.

Licensing arrangements

The authority to grant licensing permission for pubs, clubs, restaurants etc is to be handed over to Southend Council in February 2005. Our Association has been invited to participate in drawing up a new licensing policy for the town. Your views on this would be most welcome and should be received by mid September.

Tree felling and planting

Notification has been received from the Council that a number of trees along Thames Drive are soon to be felled. Don't panic! We have been assured that they will be replaced. The Association has also been invited to suggest locations for additional tree-planting in the area and has recommended that trees should be planted to screen the Belton Bridge fly-over.

Pavement obstructions

Concerns have recently been raised by residents about the increasing number of advertising boards and other obstructions that project onto public footpaths. The Association is following this up with the Council particularly in the light of the danger this can cause to the elderly and disabled. 

Western Road Safety Measures

It would seem that the Council is unwilling to put stop signs at Canvey and Crescent Roads' junctions with Western Road as suggested by the Association. We are  consequently requesting that additional warning signs be set up in these roads. We think we have agreement for one on Crescent Road but have yet to hear about Canvey Road.

Visit the Association's website at www.westleighresidents.co.uk
